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Online help

Board for the authorisation of pesticides

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


1. general information
2. definitions
3. menu structure
4. extended search in the pesticides data bank
5. searching product types biocides
6. standard overviews
7. searching values list
8. result screens
1. General information

There are various possibilities to search for information on the CTB website. These explanatory notes are restricted to the search options in the pesticides data bank. The pesticides data bank contains a large amount of information about pesticides, active substance(s), etc; see also searching in the pesticides data bank. 

2. Definitions
The definitions list has been prepared to explain the information in the pesticides data bank. This list gives a brief description of a number of definitions regarding the pesticides data bank. 

3. Menu structure

A search for information in the pesticides data bank can be started by pointing your mouse at the menu option “Pesticides and active substances”, and then clicking the submenu  option “pesticides database”.  The screen offers three options to obtain information. After clicking one of the three options, the system shows the relevant  tab page in red. To select a different tab page, bring the mouse to the centre of that tab page, after which the mouse pointer changes into a hand. Clicking is then sufficient.

· Search pesticides: this is the most advanced search form offered by the CTB site. From this page, combinations can be made with all given search criteria to achieve the desired result. 

· Biocidal product-types: a separate search option has been included for this category of pesticides. See also searching product types
· Standard reports: these are the fixed formats included in the CTB site. The description presents the contents and indicates the way in which this has been sorted.

4. Extended search in the pesticides data bank
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Search
The first tab page (search pesticides, see above) offers the most extensive search options in the pesticides data bank. Numerous combinations can be made via this screen to find a certain authorisation or active substance. The screen also offers the possibility to conduct very simple searches. 

Four fields have been given a standard value. The values can be adjusted as required. After clicking the search button, the system searches for the entered criteria and shows the results page. The restore button clears all fields and resets the default values.

Search in. Three options are offered here: authorised products, expired products or all. This option is always applied in combination with the fields “category”, “order by” and “show”. ‘Authorised products’ is the default setting. 

Category. Three options are offered here: all categories, plant protection product or biocide. ‘All categories’ is the default setting.

Sort by. Three options are open here: product name, authorisation number or expiry date. ‘Product name’ is the default setting.

Show. This  field indicates how many results are shown per page. In case the obtained result is larger than the desired number of results per page, you can use the buttons next, previous or last to go to the desired page. The default setting is 20 results per page. 

The search fields authorisation number, product name, active substance(s), holder of authorisation, expiry date, authorisation decision all have a button followed by a values list. 

The example below shows a values list of the field  “product name”. See values list to search a values list and its operation. As soon as a value has been chosen from the list (clicked), the system transfers this value as search criterion to the underlying search form.
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Some examples of search combinations are given below to illustrate the search operation.

Example 1

Search: authorisation number 11328: authorised pesticides, category plant protection products:

You can type this authorisation number or search via the values list and click. In case only one product is requested, the system immediately shows all details. The options sort and show ‘x’ results per page are then irrelevant. In this case, these fields can be left at the default values. The result is always 1 hit in case of a search for authorisation number.

Example 2

Search: all authorised products, category plant protection products based on the active substance ioxynil. 

You can type the substance name ioxynil or search via the values list and click. The system shows the obtained results. You can decide how the hits should be sorted and how many hits you wish to be shown per page. The authorisation from example 1 comes back in this second example. 
Example 3
Search: authorised products, category plant protection products with active substances ioxynil and diflufenican and isoproturon. You can type these active substances or search via the values list. 

Three combinations of active substances are possible. The search operation uses the  “and” operator. Thus: if  three active substances have been entered, the system searches for the products that contain all three active substances (ánd substance 1 ánd substance 2 ánd substance 3). 

This example shows a number of authorisations. In case an authorisation number is entered, the system searches for authorisation number as well as the active substances (also in the “and” combination). 

5. Searching product types biocides
Biocides are pesticides that are used outside agriculture. Biocides are subdivided into four main groups with 23 product types underneath. This classification into product types forms the basis for future evaluation of biocide products and originates from the European Biocides Directive.

A list of all product types is found by going to the second tab page and clicking the icon behind “product types biocides” (see values list). At the moment, in the Netherlands there are only authorisations for part of the total of 23 product types. This means that the other product types are not (yet) included in the values list.

A search by product type can only be conducted in the currently authorised biocides (in some cases several product types per biocide). The information is not available for products that have expired. These will therefore not be included in the result of a search operation.

The choice of active substance is optional; as in case of an extended search, a search is conducted on the basis of the “and” operator. For product types, the “or” operator can be used besides the “and” operator. This means that a search is conducted for biocides coming either under the one product type or under the other product type. Ordering and results per page shown has already been explained under ‘searching’. 

Example

Search: show all products present in the product types antifouling product, veterinary hygiene biocidal products ór in-can preservatives. Click the “or” option behind all three product groups. In this example, the system starts a search for all products that are present in the product types given above (ór product type 1, ór product type 2, ór product type 3). The result shows several authorised products. 

6. Standard reports
The formats of the third tab page can be used in case a standard format is sufficient. These are formats with a standard sorting of authorised or expired products and/or active substance(s). A selection is made by clicking  the desired round button. After clicking the button “Show”, the system shows all products that correspond to the choice that has been made. 
7. Searching values list

After a values list has been requested, the system shows the first ten values. The buttons next or last take you to the desired pages. The button “close” closes the values list. 

Searching in the list is not case-sensitive; it makes no difference whether a search is made with upper case or lower case letters. There neither is a difference between numerical or alphanumerical. This means that the searched values can start with a letter as well as a numeral. The % sign makes it possible to search for parts of values, e.g. for all values starting with ‘di’ or for all values with ‘flu’ somewhere in the name. Some  examples are given below.

Examples

%a%

The system shows all products in which the letters aa occur as part of the name, e.g., if the name of a product contains the word “special” or “totally”. 

%aa

The system shows all products of which the name ends in aa. 

aa%

The system shows all products of which the name starts with aa.

8. Result screens 

After completion of a search operation, the system shows the result. The result depends on the previously made choices. 

Single record

This screen immediately presents detailed information (definition list) in case the number of hits is one. Besides the detailed information, the system also shows the digital version of the decisions regarding the chosen authorisation. The most recent decision is given at the top of the list. Unfortunately the decisions are only available in Dutch.

Several records

The number of hits is larger than 1 in case several records meet the search criteria. The system shows a short list with the name of the product, the authorisation number, the expiry date, and the active substance(s). The  detailed information on the pesticide is made available after clicking the hyperlink product name. 

ANNEX: Definition list

active substance

Substance or microorganism, including a virus or a fungus, with a general or specific effect on or against harmful organisms.

authorisation

In case an authorisation has been granted, a pesticide may in the Netherlands:

· be delivered, 

· be kept available or in store, 

· be brought into the country, or 

· be used.

authorisation decision

The date on which the decision of the CTB was signed.

authorisation number

Unique number under which the pesticide is authorised.

biocide

A biocide is a pesticide intended to:

· destroy, repel or render harmless a harmful organism;

· prevent the effects of harmful organisms, or

· control such an organism in a different way, chemically or biologically.

(for a complete definition see Pesticides Act 1962, article 1, section 1, part h)

content/unit

The unit in which the concentration can be expressed (e.g. gramme/litre or percentage part).

date first authorisation

Date on which the most recent authorisation was granted.

date W-code

Date from which the product may only be delivered with the most recent w code. If no date is stated, this generally means that no end date  has been stipulated. It may, however, also be possible that the date is not available because the CTB switched to a different computer system in 2000. Dates stipulated before 2000 have not been entered into the system and are therefore not available.

decision

Decision by the CTB.

delivery term

Term during which a pesticide that is no longer authorised may be delivered, or kept in store or available.

expiry date

The date until which the pesticide is authorised. 

NB

Authorisations with expiry date 09-09-9999

Certain authorisations are by virtue of the Pesticides Act 1962 granted administratively. The stated validity of these authorizations should be seen as an indicative period only, which is governed by the decision making in the work programme of the European Commission. The fictitious date 09-09-9999 has been included in the pesticides data bank as expiry data for such authorisations.

expired products

Pesticides that are no longer authorised.

(European) biocides directive

The Biocides Directive stipulates regulations for the authorisation and evaluation of active substances at European level and the authorisation and evaluation of biocides at national level. The text of the Biocides Directive (98/8/EC) can be found via the site of the European Community.

formulation

The form in which the pesticide is applied  (e.g. liquid, wettable powder).

holder of authorisation

The legal body which has obtained one (or more) authorisations for a pesticide. This is always a legal body permanently based in the EU which is responsible for delivery of the product.

plant protection product:
A plant protection product is a pesticide intended to:

1. protect plants or plant products against organisms, to prevent their action;

2. affect life processes of plants insofar as they are not fertilisers;
3. preserve plant products;

4. kill unwanted plants, or

5. destroy parts of plants or inhibit or prevent unwanted growth.
(for a complete definition see Pesticides Act 1962, Article 1, section 1, part g).

period of grace for use

Date until which an expired product may be used.

Product group

The 23 product types for biocides are classified into 4 main groups, the product groups.

Product type

Biocides are subdivided into 23 product types. This classification into product types forms the basis for future evaluation of biocides.

year first authorisation 

Year in which the first authorisation was granted for a particular product.

ANNEX:  Overview of the 23 product types of biocides

	Group
	Product-type (+PT Product-type number)
	Description

	I. Disinfectants and general biocidal products
	Product-type 1: Human hygiene biocidal products
	Products in this group are biocides for human hygiene

	
	Product-type 2: Private area and public health area disinfectants and other biocidal products

	Products for disinfection of air, surfaces, materials, equipment, and furniture which is not used for direct contact with foodstuffs or animal feed in private, public, and industrial spaces, including hospitals, as well as products used as algicide, which products are –inter alia- used in or near swimming pools, aquariums, bath water and other water, ventilation systems, walls, and floors in medical and other institutions, chemical toilets, waste water, hospital waste, soil or other substrates in playgrounds.

	
	Product-type 3: Veterinary hygiene biocidal products

	Products of this group are biocides for veterinary hygienic purposes, including products that are used in spaces in which animals are housed, kept or transported.

	
	Product-type 4: Food and feed area disinfectants

	Products for disinfection of equipment, containers, eating and drinking utensils, surfaces or piping for the production, transport, storage or consumption of foodstuffs, feed, or beverages for humans and animals, including drinking water.

	
	Product-type 5: Drinking water disinfectants


	Products for disinfection of drinking water for humans and animals.

	II. Preservatives

 
	Product-type 6: In-can preservatives

	Products for the preservation of processed products, except foodstuffs or animal feed, as well as preservatives in containers to prevent decay by bacteria, in view of perishability.

	
	Product-type 7: Film preservatives

	Products for the preservation of films and film protection layers to prevent decay by bacteria to protect the original properties of the surface of materials or objects such as paint, plastic, sealants, self-adhesive wall covering, binding agents, paper and works of art.

	
	Product-type 8: Wood preservatives

	Products for the preservation of wood, from and including the sawing phase, or wood products by controlling organisms that destroy or damage wood. 

	
	Product-type 9: Fibre, leather, rubber and polymerised materials preservatives
	Products for the preservation of fibre-containing or polymerised materials, such as leather, rubber, paper or textile products and rubber by preventing microbiological damage.

	
	Product-type 10: Masonry preservatives

	Products for the preservation and repair of masonry and other building materials, except wood,  by preventing microbiological decay and decay by algae.

	
	Product-type 11: Preservatives for liquid-cooling and processing systems

	Products for the preservation of water or other liquids in cooling and processing systems by controlling harmful organisms such as bacteria, algae and mussels, insofar as these products are not intended for the preservation of drinking water.

	
	Product-type 12: Slimicides
	Products for the prevention of slime formation on materials, equipment, and constructions that are used in industrial processes, such as wood pulp and paper pulp and porous sand layers in the oil industry.

	
	Product-type 13: Metalworking-fluid preservatives 


	Products for the preservation of metalworking fluids by preventing decay by bacteria.

	III. Pest control
	Product-type 14: Rodenticides
	Products for the control of mice and rats.

	
	Product-type 15: Avicides
	Products for the control of birds

	
	Product-type 16: Molluscicides
	Products for the control of molluscs

	
	Product-type 17: Piscicides
	Products for the control of fish (products for the treatment of fish diseases are not included in this product type).

	
	Product-type 18: Insecticides, acaricides and products to control other arthropods

	Products for the control of insects, arachnids and crustaceans.

	
	Product-type 19: Repellents and attractants


	Products to repel or lure invertebrates, including the products that are directly or indirectly used for the hygiene of humans and animals. 

	IV. Other biocidal products

	Product-type 20: Preservatives for food or feedstocks
 
	Products for the preservation of foodstuffs or animal feed by preventing harmful organisms.

	
	Product-type 21: Antifouling products
	Products to prevent the growth and deposition of bacteria and higher forms of plant and animal species on ships, aquaculture installations or other constructions that are used in water.

	
	Product-type 22: Embalming and taxidermist fluids

	Products for embalming and stuffing (of dead people or animals, or parts thereof).

	
	Product-type 23: Control of other vertebrates
	Products for the control of other vertebrates that are not mentioned under any of the other product types.
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